Shipler 
The sometimes controversial 
Lacamas Shores developer 


has in his own way changed 
the look of Camas 


By CRAIG CLOHESSY 
The Post-Record 

He will probably never win any awards 
as most liked citizen, but Tom Shipler and 
his developments have definitely had an 
impact on Camas and the outlying area. 

Shipler is the kind of individual who 
tends to draw black or white opinions from 
people — either they like him or they hate 
him. Some of the reasons for the passionate 
responses deal with the fact Shipler repre- 
sents change in the mind of many. Whether 
that change is good or bad is something 
history will decide. 

His first contact with Camas came in 
1977 when he purchased several hundred 
acres on the north side of Lackamas Lake. 
The land, formerly owned by the Leadbetter 
family, was fondly referred to as the black 
forest. 

Feelings about Shipler were shaped im- 
mediately by many long-time residents 
when he made the decision to log the land. 

The land initially went up for sale in the 
mid-’70s and was offered to the City of 
Camas and also to Clark County. Both 
entities passed on the offer. Some loggers 

purchased the land and then turned around 
oa sold it to Shipler. He logged the land 
that same year. 

“Before I purchased it I checked on re- 
strictions on logging and there were none,” 
he said. “I felt if folks wanted to preserve 
the trees the fact is they should have done 
something to obtain it — they didn’t.” 

After logging the land, Shipler largely let 
it sit undisturbed until 1985 when he sold i it 


Clk Cone a some 5 housed paling in 


the six-figure range. 

Lacamas Shores was the first large-scale 
development of its kind in Camas. It com- 
bined high-end homes with a view of the 
lake. For area residents it also marked the 
beginning of change and growth in Camas. 

Shipler is quick to point out that he paid 
his way for locating Lacamas Shores in 
Camas. He notes that the development pro- 
vided full-width streetimprovement of Lake 
Road. The development also provided ac- 
cess to Lackamas Lake from the north side 
— something that wasn’t readily available 
in the early days of Camas. 

Access to the lake came from shoreline 
land donated to the city from the develop- 
ment. Vanport Manufacturing constructed 
an approximate two-mile wail along the 
shoreline that numerous residents use to- 
day. 

Despite the street improvements and land 
donations, a variety of opponents to the 
development and to Shipler himself con- 
tinue to offer up resistance still today — 
roughly nine years after it was first pro- 
posed. 

“Tt has always been a bit of a mystery to 
me — they (those opposing the develop- 
ment) ‘Got very upset about this develop- 
ment,” Shipler said. “We have always been 
surprised that it happened because we did 
everything we could to share the area with 
the community.” 

Despite some of the negative responses 
received from Lacamas Shores, Shipler and 
Vanport Manufacturing are in the middle of 
proposing another development, Camas 
Meadows. At the age of 67, many may 
wonder why Shipler would try his hand at 
another development rather than simply 
retiring. | 

Part of the answer may be found in the 
life he has led. Shipler has always been a 
hard worker, and is the kind of individual 
who likes to finish the things he has started. 
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try. He worked his way to the top, eventu- 
ally owning his own logging firm. He sold 
the company to his employees and used 
some of the profits to buy the land by 
Lackamas Lake. 

The project is a dream of his, and its 
completion will come with the realization 
of Camas Meadows. The proposed devel- 
opment would include both housing and a 


public golf course. It is also expected to 
stretch the trail along the lake to approxi- 
mately Goodwin Road. 4 

Camas Meadows is currently in the pa- 
perwork process with the county, and is 
also up for consideration for annexatior 
into Camas. It may be an uphill battle, bu 
Shipler is prepared to see it through 
conclusion. 


